Austro-Serbian Antagonism

between the two opposing groups of Powers might be,
it was possible, given good will, to avoid setting fire to
the magazine; and the historians least unfavourable to
German military propaganda recognize that war was not
bound to break out through circumstances beyond the
power of human control in 1914, any more than in 1909
or I9ii.(2i)

If that immense conflagration took place, there could
be no avoiding the conclusion that somebody had deliber-
ately fired the powder-magazine.

35